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Members’ Newsletter 2021 No. 16 
 

AGM and election of Council, Research Fund grantees, 

Newsletter Editor required, Christmas greetings 

 

Annual General Meeting and election of new Council 2022 

 

The 2021 Annual General Meeting was held on 9 December 2021 at the University of 
Queensland. Members were also able to join in by Zoom. The minutes of the meeting 

are still being finalised but will be made accessible to all members in due course.  
 
We welcome Ben Lodge and Associate Prof Peter Dart, who will join Council 

along with re-elected members Dr Ross Hynes as President; Dr Geoff Edwards, 
Vice-President-Policy; James Hansen, Secretary; Dr Joseph McDowall, Treasurer; 

Dr Heather Douglas; Andy Grodecki, Facebook Coordinator; and Col Lynam, 
Queensland Science Network Editor. This excellent group of leaders will take the 

Society in new directions in 2022. 
 
As previously advised, we warmly welcome Dr Justyna Miszkiewicz as our 

Honorary Editor for 2022 with guidance from Associate Editor, Associate Professor 
Julien Louys. 

 
The Annual Report for the period November 2019-November 2020 has already been 
finalised and published online. It is the Society’s custom to publish the Annual Report 

(minus the financial statement) as an item in the annual Proceedings. Treasurer Dr 
Joseph McDowall presented an oral financial report at the AGM. This will be 

supplemented with a written report distributed to all members shortly. 
 

Research Fund Results – Round 4 2021 

 

This year, some 21 applications were received for the fourth round of the Research 
Fund, for which $5000 was allocated. This is more than double the previously highest 
number and reflects more extensive advertising by our Administration Coordinator 

Pam Lauder and the new Research Coordinator Col Lynam. 
 

Col Lynam convened an assessment panel that included Dr Heather Douglas and 
Dr Alistair Melzer and presented the emerging conclusions to Council on 7 
December. 

 
In light of the large number of worthy applications, the President Dr Ross Hynes 

personally made an additional donation to allow a second grant. Then Council 
decided to allocate funds from the bequest of the late Professor Trevor Clifford 
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supplied by the generosity of his family via family member and Society member Kate 

Charters. This allowed funding of two botanically oriented projects as well.  
 
Four awards were made from a magnificent set of applications. 

 
The recipients of the Trevor Clifford Bequest were: 

 Cassandra Rowe Mua Island Garden Project in Western Torres Strait: 
Cassandra from James Cook University was allocated funds to enable her to 
visit the garden sites and undertake the appropriate field work and interact 

with people in Torres Strait. 
 Dr David Nielsen, Queensland’s Gardener: Walter Hill who was responsible 

for setting up the Botanic Gardens and original collections of many Queensland 
species. Dr Nielsen from QUT was allocated funds to research the 

establishment of the Brisbane Botanic Gardens and associated collections. 
 
The recipients of the Round 4 awards were: 

 Alexandria Mattinson, looking at a specific disease of bananas: identification 
of novel peptides in Cavendish bananas during fusarium wilt infection; a 

horticultural biological disease-oriented project which is very relevant to 
Queensland and major banana producers of the world; and 

 Dr Tobias Smith, assessing the distribution and conservation status of 

Australia’s rarest stingless bee Tetragonula davenporti. That bee has only been 
recently described. 

 
Both those grantees are members of staff at University of Queensland. 
 

We congratulate these successful applicants and look forward to receiving progress 
reports and, in due course, manuscripts or abstracts of published articles. 

 

Research Fund Donations 

 
Of the unsuccessful applications, half a dozen were deemed highly worthy and would 

readily have been awarded if funds had been available. Council is keen to attract 
more donations as a matter of priority. 

 
A donate button has been created on the Research Fund webpage to make it easier 
for members to donate. Please select this link Philanthropy – The Royal Society of 

Queensland (royalsocietyqld.org) scroll down to the donate button bottom left-hand 
side. When you click on ‘Donate’ you will be transferred to a PayPal ‘Donations’ page 

where you can enter the amount you wish to donate and your preferred method of 
payment.  

 
 
 

Proceedings Volume 129 

 
Volume 129 of the annual Proceedings of the Royal Society of Queensland has been 
completed and printed copies received. We won't be able to post them to those 

members who have ordered copies until early in the New Year, but we thank our 
Editor Dr Julien Louys, typesetter Darryl Nixon and printer Mick Brown of One 
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Access for their sterling efforts in bringing this to a conclusion and maintaining a 

137-year tradition. 
 
A Table of Contents appears on the front page of the Society’s website and of course 

the full volume of articles is available open access online. 

 

Congratulations to Dr Heather Douglas 

 

Council member Dr Heather Douglas has been awarded the Emerald Publishing 
Outstanding Reviewer Literati Award. Dr Douglas researches topics that are not well 

explored. Her expertise is in the fields of social change processes and small 
enterprises. She reviews for a number of journals associated with her research and 
practice. Recent reviews include for the Journal of Management, Asia Pacific Journal 

of Management; Business & Society; Journal of Business Ethics; Sustainability; 
International Journal of Entrepreneurial Behavior & Research; Australia and New 

Zealand Third Sector Research; and Social Enterprise Journal. We are fortunate to 
have Heather with her determination to strengthen the Society’s activity in the social 
sciences. 

 

New Rangelands Coordinator 

 
At the AGM, members endorsed the appointment of new member Ben Lodge as the 
Society's Rangelands Coordinator in the stead of Dr Peter Dart who has been filling 

in the position since John Brisbin retired at the end of 2020. 
 
Ben's contact details are as follows: 
 

 

Ben Lodge BE(hons), MEIANZ, 
GDipBus 
CEO & Director 

E. ben@aus-nc.com 
M. +61 408 199 022 
www.australiannaturalcapital.com 

 

Ben is passionate about natural capital and landscape regeneration, and I am 
delighted that he has agreed to take up the challenge of kicking the Rangelands 

Policy Dialogue to the next level of activity. Ben has taken out Bronze Supportership 
and we welcome him to the Society. 

 

New Scientific Literacy Initiative 

 
I also met new member and Bronze Supporter Stuart Whitman during the week. 

Stuart is currently a senior adviser at the Australia and New Zealand School of 
Government (ANZSOG) based at ANZSOG's recently opened Queensland office 

embedded with Griffith University at South Bank. 
 
Stuart is interested in the intersection between science research and public policy, 

and more broadly in the emerging field of what is labelled "science diplomacy". 
Stuart is interested in building on the initiative in 2017-18 that we called "Science for 

Decision-makers". He is keen to improve the scientific literacy of our policy leaders. 
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We discussed the possibility of a collaboration with ANZSOG (which is itself a 

collaboration between the state and federal governments). 
 
We agreed to establish a small working group to advise and support Stuart in 

building a higher profile for the Society and improving the transmission of science to 
the policy community. A working title is "Government Relations Working Group". 

Would any member with an interest in this field please contact Stuart via 

whitman@hotmail.com.au. 

 

Membership - New Silver Supporter 

 
We welcome Thomas Licht as a new Silver Supporter. As advised previously, our 

new Supporterships have enabled the Society to bring its work program for the year 
to a satisfactory conclusion. 

 

Newsletter editorship going begging 

 
Since the first Newsletter in December 2013, the Members’ Newsletter has been 
compiled by then-President Dr Geoff Edwards and later Dr Anne-Marie Smit. 

Geoff wishes to hand over the compilation and editorship of the Newsletter to 
another person, to release his time for research and analysis in preventative health 
as well as networking among the membership. 

 
In those eight years, there has at no time been a shortage of interesting items to 

include: a new Newsletter Editor does not need to scratch around for material. 
Information technology skills are not required for this role, simply an ability to edit 
material for consistency and style, and to manipulate text and photos in Word. Please 

contact Geoff if you’d like to discuss. 
 

From the President 

 
I extend a sincere thanks to all members of Council for their dedicated and 

professional input throughout a challenging year.  
 

Special thanks also to other Office-bearers for without their valuable contributions we 
could not operate.   
 

Special thanks to Dr Julien Louys for his professional role as Honorary Editor of the 
Proceedings.  

 
Warm, positive thanks to all members for their continuing support and participation. 
 

Very best wishes to all for a happy, peaceful, and safe festive season and a safe, 
active, prosperous New Year. 

 
Ross Hynes 

President 
0428 721 918 
president@royalsocietyqld.org.au 
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